
Pitman Environmental Commission 
February 4, 2021 
Chairman Robert Holwitt 
 
The regular meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission was held on 
February 4, 2021 at 7:36 pm via Zoom. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Dare Euler, Courtney Venuti-Williams, Claire Yeager, Tom 
Slenkamp, Bob Holwitt, Amy Rudley, Gabi Bowen 
 
PUBLIC: n/a 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion to approve minutes for Oct 2020, Nov2020, Dec 
2020, and Jan 2021 by Claire, seconded by Dare – Commission agreed 
unanimously 
 
BUDGET: being prepared – TBD 

Bob: Amy, any idea? 

Amy: March is best guess. Judy suggested just increasing this year’s budget to 

cover coir log project. 

Bob: The “Alcyon Lake Stabilization Project” $9,000 

Also, paperwork has been submitted to Judy for ANJAC renewal for 7 

commissioners, Gabi, Amy, and Mike. 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS:  
Shade Tree: Josh Hitchner: not present 
Via Email: The only updates I have is that the recycling Subcommittee is meeting 
tonight virtually for the first time, I’m anticipating that going well, everyone is 
invited to tune in.  
 
Judy and Paul Blass both reached out to me separately about planting a memorial 
tree for a resident who recently passed away on the museum grounds. If this is 
feasible we will probably be moving forward with us in the fall. 
 



Bob: where? 
Amy: the area within the fence of the museum. 
Bob: Updating Tree City USA App – with Andy & Fred’s input regarding hours & 
labor – should be fine then Mayor Razze signs off, don’t anticipate issues. 
Recycling Sub-committee meeting was last night, only two members attended, 
Josh prepared slideshow – discussed ideas, schedule for sub-com meetings will be 
set up 
 
Dare: tulip tree planted in Sunset Park was vandalized. Very irritated. Bob: we 
need to consider whether it’s worth replanting. Dare: other small trees planted 
there were also damaged previously accidentally, but this was intentional.  
Tom: most of the trees in Shertel and further down seem to be doing well. 
Dare: I don’t know about the mini park at East & North? Sunset might just have 
more traffic 
 
Education: Dare Euler:  
Still waiting for ground to thaw to put up new signs 
Did send out a drawing – graphic about the geese so we can begin to encourage 
people not to feed the geese 
Bob: do you want it on the borough website or a sign for the park? 
Dare: it’s just an infographic – one page, put it online, social media, wherever 
Tom: I would not rule out using it as a sign as well, maybe replace an existing one. 
Dare: people aren’t aware of how destructive they can be 
 
Recycling: Fred Rodi: not present  
Bob: nothing to add other than: during recycling sub-committee meeting Josh 
mentioned a potential change in contract with Omni, in the past we’d pay if it was 
contaminated. That’s now stopped. Amy? 
Amy: I know sometimes we pay a penalty for comingled trash. They’re always 
threatening to reject loads. 
Bob: either way I’m sure it’s going to cost us money. Maybe something that’s 
easier for Omni. 
 
Air/Water: Courtney Venuti-Williams:  
Did reach out to Fred about drinking water report, he will forward most recent 
report. Emailed Amy regarding official swearing in. 
Amy: Just emailed you back. 



Courtney: ANJAC did record that meeting I referred to last time. Covered must 
dos and “storm water management” updated ordinance . Master Plan doesn’t 
need to be updated, just the ordinance. 
Bob: That would be Fred and Public Works, Fred did indicate the drains are being 
jetted an backed out in accordance with that. I did see that, wasn’t sure if it was 
applicable to Pitman, Fred would know. 
Courtney: I heard water and thought I should look into it 
Bob: in terms of Glen Lake and Alcyon, they’re impacted by storm water 
Courtney: they’re also encouraging rain gardens and working with contractors 
doing new developments, reduction of plastics and upcoming goals – I encourage 
everyone to watch 
Amy: if there is an ordinance change needs to happen by March 2nd, there’s only 
one meeting 
Bob: I don’t think it is. Pitman will pretreat roads with brine, but we don’t’ use a 
lot of salt or sand anymore. Feel free to reach out to Fred, we’ve gotten much 
better as a municipality 
 
Open Space: Claire Yeager:  
Haven’t connected with Andy yet regarding Alcyon Park garden. No new business. 
Bob: few times this season I’ve been through, pretty quiet now with snow, etc. 
 
Site Plan: Tom Slenkamp: 
Updated at the last meeting. No changes. 
Bob: Amy, I saw a few cars at former Sony property, anything sharable? 
Amy: there’s all kinds of police trainings going on, etc. It was probably nothing. 
Aside from Environmental, excited to see it get developed in any way. 
 
Lipari/Alcyon: Bob Holwitt:  
Lipari: Emailed John and Tom O’Neil looking for an update, Tom retired from 
NJDEP, Fred Mumford is taking over. John replied with no updates.  
Amy: I was supposed to meet with the engineer yesterday regarding the coir log 
project – cancelled due to snow 
Bob: Did hear from John that he spoke with the environmental engineer from his 
company – based on that discussion, it appears reseeding, stabilizing, are all 
considered maintenance and would not require any permit. Grading or infill 
could/would trigger a permit. Hopefully can meet in a week or two. Contacting Ed 



from Enviroscapes and maybe they can change the scope of the project to avoid 
the permit.  
The grading as the first step of the project is the challenge. As soon as I have the 
date, I’ll let everyone know. Definitely moving forward since we have the money 
this year.  
Alcyon Park – a lot of people used the hills recently for sledding, etc. 
Claire: happy to see it open, we used it 
 
 
Old Business:  
n/a 
 
New Business:  
Earth Day 2021 – last year we had to cancel due to Covid, no way to know how 
we’ll be in April but thought we should discuss anyway. Do we want to wait and 
see? Do we want to not do the day of the Craft Fair?  
Amy: There will be no spring craft show. Would love to see an Earth Day 
Celebration. People are really desiring of events in town. It would be lovely to be 
separate anyway.  
Bob: April 22nd is Earth Day, Thursday. Want to move it to Saturday, but how far?  
Courtney: we should set it for Saturday before with a rain date of Saturday after. 
Dare: would it be possible to have stuff in different locations? Spread out through 
town, stream guide, crafts setup in Alcyon 
Bob: April 17, several different locations 1) Alcyon Lake & Betty/Alcyon Park, 
2)Chestnut Branch, 3)Ballard Park – 10a-2p, I’ll contact the Academy maybe set 
them up at Ballard to start/end 
Amy: would the library be interested in getting involved?  
Dare: and since it won’t be the craft fair, they won’t have a traffic issue, they 
could do an enviro themed storytime or something 
Bob: I’ll follow up with them 
Courtney: we should get the businesses involved 
Amy: there’s a private FB group, it’s easy to get them all involved. 
Claire: make sure we have a craft as well 
Dare: crafts at each area would help with crowd management 
Bob: that spreads it out, and we’ll follow Courtney’s suggestions for dates 
 



Gabi: I noticed the turtle crossing sign on East Holly missing, who’s responsible for 
replacing that? 
Bob: Fred may have a sign, we can ask him. I’ll email. 
 
Amy: I took a tour of Public Works three weeks ago. If anyone wants a tour, Fred 
would be happy to. Took about an hour. Extremely helpful for a better 
understanding of everything they do. 
Ellen Brooks had written regarding the nj.com article– she did not represent 
herself as a current commissioner, they found info online. 
Armory meeting is 2/22 
Another meeting on March 8th, the DRPA project manager plans to update council 
regarding the commuter train. They haven’t come since 2016 – 6:30pm-730. 
We plan on giving them the survey results, we had 500 responses and they’re all 
over the place. A lot of the concerns are environmental. PEC concerns can be 
submitted ahead of time if anyone is interested. This is not a public hearing, just 
to answer Council’s questions. 
Bob: So is this public? 
Amy: Yes, virtual. 
Bob: Thank you. Definitely want to hear about the armory. 
Regarding the light rail, interested to hear what they have to say. 
Amy: the environmental report is an interesting read. All the concerns are 
expected obvious ones. 
Bob: one key point is people need to know what is meant by light rail. This would 
be more like River Line not PATCO.  
Amy: They said it’s a two car train. 20mph, with rolling closures 
Claire: how often would they be stopping? 
Amy: they anticipated every 15-20min, rush hour would be every 7 minutes: I 
anticipate the times when people transferring between Camden and Glassboro 
campus. Recently I visited Riverton to see how they’re impacted. There were 
children out playing, there was outdoor dining right next to it, came through 
maybe every fifteen minutes, it doesn’t shake the ground. 
Bob: plan to attend and participate if you’re interested. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission 
will be Thursday, March 4th 2021 at 7:30pm via Zoom. 
 



Meeting ended at 8:32. Claire made a motion to adjourn and Dare seconded, all 
members were in favor. 


